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Re: Vermitech Limited 



Reference is made to the Written Opinion dated 28 May 2004. 

We have reviewed the comments by the Authorised Officer, however, 
•must respectfully disagree with his assertions for the reasons set out 
below: 

As has been noted by the Authorised Officer, the invention as defined by 
claim 1 is not merely directed to the provision of a conveyor belt but to a 
particular form of conveyor belt. That is, claim 1 defines vermiculture 
apparatus having a collecting assembly which includes a flexible belt 
operatively connected to a rotatable member so that it can be wound onto 
or drawn from the rotatable member between a collecting position and a 
position where collected material can be discharged. This is quite 
different to the prior art devices which merely show endless belt 
conveyors. 

Conventional endless belt conveyors have significant disadvantages and 
problems in relation to the particular application of vermiculture 
apparatus. Such conveyors are costly, complex and heavy. Further, 
endless belts require to be tensioned and adjusted, especially over long 
distances. Since the receptacles of the apparatus of the present invention 
can run over long distances (up to 50m), the belt of the invention 
removes the need for any kind of tensioning requirements typical of 
endless belts. 

In addition, conventional endless belts require a return-side. That is, the 
belts must come back underneath with "return rollers". This takes up 
valuable space when stacking the receptacles one on top of the other. 
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The configuration of the belt of the present invention provides for significant advantages over 
the prior art devices. For example, the belt can be drawn from the rotatable member and laid 
beneath the receptacle so that harvested material can drop onto the belt. Because the belt 
does not have to be mounted to any form of frame it is a very light weight structure which 
can easily be moved from one work position to another. For example, in the case of multi- 
level receptacles such as shown in Figures 18-20 it is a simple matter to reel the belt onto the 
rotatable member and transfer it to a position adjacent another receptacle. Furthermore, 
because of the relatively light weight of the belt per se it can easily be supported. Thus, in 
the case of multi-level receptacles again there is no need to provide a high strength frame 
structure. 

It is respectfully submitted that the form of belt configuration defined cannot be considered to 
be merely a workshop variation. All of the prior art documents contemplate the use of 
endless conveyor belts. None of the prior art documents disclose or even contemplate a 
collecting belt as defined. It is respectfully submitted that if the belt arrangement was 
considered to be merely a workshop variation it would have been suggested at some point in 
the vast body of prior art literature. 

Favourable reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

Yours resngfctfujly — 




tsmeeton@davies. com. au 
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